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OUR VISION

We seek to build a community where our students have the social, intellectual and 
cultural capital to have:

• Unlimited ideas and dreams
• A vision of what they want to achieve in life and how to achieve it
• Well rounded committed citizens who want to make a positive difference
• Care and compassion for each other
• Choice filled lives

Above all else, we want our students to experience fullness of life, where the sort of 
person that they become is of paramount importance. This is articulated in our motto 

ASPIRE TO BE MORE
We want to be the best school in the city and one of the best in the country where 
pupils model positive behaviours based on mutual respect and social integrity. 
Our community has a consistent culture of high expectations so that everyone 
can achieve their full potential. We will celebrate achievement and swiftly address 
underachievement. 

By doing this we will instil into our pupils a desire and the means to be the best and 
make a positive difference in our world.

Our objectives for the next three years are:
• To ensure that teaching and learning are world class (Intellectual Capital)
• To provide a network of supportive adults who help students to develop strong 

values and behaviours (Social capital)
• To develop students who are well-rounded, confident and aspirational individuals 

(Cultural Capital)
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You and your child may currently 
be considering, with advice from  
their school, what GCSE subjects  
they should take next year. 

WHAT IS THE EBACC?
The EBacc is not a qualification in its own right  
– it’s a combination of GCSE subjects, including  
a language, that offer an important range of 
knowledge and skills to young people. 

EBACC FUTURE PROOFS YOUR  
CHILD’S PROSPECTS 
 
While your child may not have decided on their 
future career path yet, choosing the EBacc  
at GCSE gives them access to a full range of 
employment options when they leave secondary 
school and the broad knowledge that employers  
are looking for. 

If they are thinking of going to university,  
the EBacc is also recommended by Britain’s  
most prestigious universities.

The Department for Education recommends 
these core subjects, which make up the English 
Baccalaureate (EBacc), and help keep options  
for young people open:

 —English language and English literature
 —Maths
 —Science 
Combined science or 3 single sciences  
from Biology, Chemistry, Physics,  
and Computer science
 —History or Geography
 —A language 
Ancient or modern 

HELP YOUR CHILD MAKE  
THE BEST GCSE CHOICES

The research found that students  
studying EBacc subjects for  

GCSE, were more likely to stay in  
education after 16. 

The Centre for Longitudinal Studies,  
August 2017
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WHAT ABOUT ARTS AND MUSIC? 
 
While arts and music are not included in the EBacc, 
every child should still experience a high-quality  
arts and cultural education throughout their time at 
school as part of a balanced curriculum. If your child 
can take 9 GCSEs, they will have either 1 or 2 further 
options and can choose subjects based on their 
wider interests like art or music as well as others 
such as physical education or technology.

Further Information 
Search EBacc on GOV.UK for more information.

You should also get in touch with your child’s school 
directly — they will be able to tell you about their 
specific GCSE and EBacc offer and explain all of 
your child’s options.

Schools where more pupils select the 
EBacc at GCSE maintain the number of 

pupils that select arts.

Trends in arts subjects in schools  
with increased EBacc entry July 2017

Languages are an important part of EBacc.  
Studying a foreign language can be extremely 
rewarding and exciting. They provide an insight  
into other cultures and can open the door to 
travel and employment opportunities. They can 
also broaden pupils’ horizons, helping them 
flourish in new environments. 

If your child finds languages difficult, don’t forget 
that they will have been studying them for much 
less time than their other subjects and, while 
it can be a challenge, learning a language will 
greatly enhance their future opportunities.

What’s more, we know that employers value 
languages, as they are increasingly important to 
make sure we can compete in the global market. 
Because of this, languages are increasingly 
becoming a requirement for many graduate  
schemes, such as those offered by Lidl.

“Young people skilled in the 
languages of Europe, China and 

other key markets around the world, 
can look forward to exciting and 

rewarding careers.”

Dr Adam Marshall, Director General  
of the British Chambers of Commerce

The Russell Group has named 
languages as subjects that open 

doors to more degrees at universities. 
(The Russell Group is a group  

of 24 universities with a shared focus  
on research and a reputation for 

academic achievement)

LANGUAGES GIVE  
YOUNG PEOPLE  
A COMPETITIVE EDGE

“Having language skills under  
your belt will help make you stand  

out from the crowd, whether  
you’re applying for an entry level 
position, a management role or  

an internal transfer.”

Steve Cassidy, Senior Vice President  
& Managing Director, UK & Ireland, Hilton
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The Frank Field Education Trust (FFET) 
is a Multi Academy Trust which sponsors 
Birches Head Academy. FFET formed with 
the explicit intention of delivering world-
class education: academic excellence, a 
rich curriculum and wider opportunities 
to all children, including the most 
disadvantaged in our society, to promote 
social justice. 

The opportunity to have the significant 
backing of the Frank Field Education Trust 
as a formal partner is exciting and will 
enable schools to flourish. 

As a school within the Frank Field Education 
Trust, schools will particularly benefit 
from the Trust’s access to services that 
will improve the support we can offer to 
all pupils and families and also from the 
opportunity to work with like-minded people 
who want the best for children and young 
people in Stoke and the Midlands.
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The final phase of your 
compulsory school 
education is probably 
the most important 
and hopefully the most 
exciting part of your 
learning so far. The next 
two years will bring 
challenge and change, 
as well as increased
responsibility and a 
wealth of opportunities 
as young adulthood 
beckons.

Expectations are high for our Key Stage 
4 students at Birches Head Academy. We 
believe every student can achieve and 
succeed, whatever their ability. Good
attendance and punctuality are crucial for your 
success and are a basic expectation. You will 
be well supported and our excellent pastoral 
system links very closely to the curriculum.

Subject Teachers report on your progress 
throughout the year and Form Tutors will meet 
regularly with you in Academic Review. You 
will find that advice and help is available from 
the whole range of Key Stage 4 pastoral and 
curriculum staff.

You are challenged at Key Stage 4 to organise 
and manage your own study time. Assemblies
and extra-curricular activities remain an 
important part of your school life and we hope 
that you will manage to balance your work life 

with enjoyment, through participating in the 
many events which allow time for you to have 
fun and grow together as a community.

Rewarding your hard work is very important to 
us. In each term in Key Stage 4 we will
have Achievement Assemblies where we 
acknowledge and celebrate your hard work 
and encourage success. Good work and effort 
will be awarded on a regular basis.
So, there are lots of interesting times ahead! 
The first stage is to arrange the subjects you 
will be studying. Some of these you will get to 
choose and the details in this booklet will help 
with those decisions.

We have spent much time ensuring that the 
currency of the courses on offer accurately 
meets the needs of all students and prepares 
them for the competitive world they will be 
joining in the future. Current Government 
curriculum measures (EBACC, Progress 8 
and Attainment 8) require students to pursue 
a suite of specific subjects and combinations 
of these subjects are available for all our 
students.

Working in partnership with parents to support 
the learning of our students is something we
value greatly here at Birches Head Academy. 
Should you require any further information,
please do not hesitate to contact us at the 
School.

Katie Dixon
Principal

WELCOME TO 
KEY STAGE 4
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MMMMAAAAKKKKIIIINNNNGGGG    SSSSUUUUBBBBJJJJEEEECCCCTTTT    CCCCHHHHOOOOIIIICCCCEEEESSSS  
FFFFOOOORRRR  KKKKSSSS4444  AAAANNNNDDDD    BBBBEEEEYYYYOOOONNNNDDDD
DDuurriinngg  YYeeaarr  99  yyoouu’’llll  bbee  eennccoouurraaggeedd  ttoo  tthhiinnkk  aabboouutt  
yyoouurr  ffuuttuurree  lleeaarrnniinngg  aanndd  ccaarreeeerr  ppaatthhwwaayyss..  YYoouu’’llll  
aallssoo  nneeeedd  ttoo  mmaakkee  ddeecciissiioonnss  aabboouutt  wwhhiicchh  ssuubbjjeeccttss  
aanndd  ccoouurrsseess  ttoo  ttaakkee  iinn  tthhee  YYeeaarrss  1100  aanndd  1111.. 

This isn’t always easy, but it is important! 

Your choices in school do affect your future career and 
apprenticeship, college or university options. So, it’s  
worth thinking them through properly and planning  
ahead. 

What matters most is taking the subjects and 
courses that suit yyoouu  best. 

Birches Head Academy has developed a curriculum to 
suit the needs of our students. 

RReemmeemmbbeerr  iitt’’ss  iimmppoorrttaanntt  ttoo  cchhoooossee  ccoouurrsseess  
tthhaatt  wwiillll  kkeeeepp  yyoouurr  ffuuttuurree  ssttuuddyy  aanndd  ccaarreeeerr  
ooppttiioonnss  ooppeenn..  

THE “DOS AND DON’TS” OF SUBJECT 
CHOICE DO ... 

• subjects that you will enjoy.
• what you’re good at - and can do well in.
• look back at your achievements - what have you done 

well?

• subjects that are right for you - ones that relate to
your interests, abilities and strengths.

• think ahead - about what you might like to do when 
you leave school.

• find out about careers and the different pathways you 
can take to get into them.

• check which subjects and qualifications you might 
need, or find helpful, to get into any careers or courses 
you are interested in.

• think about the skills you will need to be successful in 
the future.
keep your options open by taking a balanced set of 
subjects.

• ask for help or information if and when you need it.
• ask to see our school’s career adviser if you need help 

planning your career.

• talk to your parents or carers about your ideas and 
options.
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DDoonn’’tt  ...... 
Note down any new subjects you might be interested

• choose a subject just because you like the teacher
• choose a subject without finding out as much as

you can about it - including how it will be
taught

• pick a subject just so you can be in the same
class as your friends 

• worry if you have no clear career ideas yet -
keep your options open

• choose a subject because you think it’s easy
• limit your future career options by thinking that

some subjects and careers are only for girls or boy

HHOOWW  TTOO  CCHHOOOOSSEE 

Here are some steps you can take to help you choose. 

1 Work out which subjects you like most 

SUBJECTS I LIKE 

2. Work out which subjects you are good at

SUBJECTS I AM GOOD AT 

Check with your teachers that they agree with your 
assessment of how well you are doing. 

3. Find out about any subjects you haven’t
studied before

You can do this by: 
• reading the information in this Booklet
• talking to the teachers who are delivering the

subject

in studying. 

SUBJECTS I MIGHT LIKE TO STUDY 

See the section below on Explore future career 
options for online activities to help you think about 
the link between subjects and careers. 

4 Think about your skills and interests 

At nationalcareers.service.gov.uk there are a 
number of interactive tools to help you think about 
your skills, strengths, interests and qualities. 

MY STRONGEST SKILLS ARE 

MY KEY STRENGTHS ARE 

MY FAVOURITE INTERESTS & ACTIVITES ARE 

5 Explore future career options 

If you don’t have a particular career in mind yet, don’t  
worry, as lots of young people are the same. What you 
can do is do some research into the link between the  
subjects you study at school and what careers might  
suit you. 
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Mr J. Gordon

The information and interactive tools at 
www.nationalcareers.service.gov.uk and
www.ucas.com/careers-advice can help you to do 
this. Have a look at the following and complete the 
activity below.  

• Skills Assessment - a quiz that helps you identify
your skills and match them to careers

• Explore careers – see what different jobs involve

Activity 

• Think about two or three jobs or types of career
you might like to do in the future. 

• Find out which, if any, subjects you must have to
get into each career. These are essential subjects.

• Find out which subjects might be useful to you in
getting into this career. 

Does it look like you might have to take a 
subject you are not doing well in? If so, 
speak to your form tutor and our careers 
adviser for advice. 

TThhiinnkkiinngg  ooff  ggooiinngg  ttoo  uunniivveerrssiittyy??  Some university  
courses including: Dentistry, Dietetics, Engineering, 
Medicine, Pharmacy, Physiotherapy, Radiography and 
Science ask applicants for at least two science subjects. 

www.planitplus.net 

@planitcareers 

WWHHEERREE  TTOO  GGEETT  HHEELLPP  AANNDD  IINNFFOORRMMAATTIIOONN 

You can get help and information from: 

• your parents or carers
• your subject teachers who can give you

information on career pathways related to their
subject

• your form tutor or head of year who can help you
think about what might suit you best

• your school career adviser

My career adviser is:

MY CAREER IDEAS ESSENTIAL SUBJECTS USEFUL SUBJECTS 
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OPTION CHOICE CHECKLIST 

Check that you’re on the right track. This checklist sets out some action points that will help you to make realistic 
and suitable choices. Check off each item, or date it, as you complete it. 

Action Points Completed 

Read the Options Guide carefully. 

Make sure I understand the Subject Options Form and know how to fill it in. 

Find out who I can ask for help if, or when, I need it. 

Find out what each subject or course involves. 

Talk about my option choices with my parents or carers. 

Think about what I really like, and what interests me most. 
(You usually do better at the subjects you really enjoy.) 

Think about how well I am doing in my subjects now. What am I really good at? 

Find out if I will need any specific subjects to get into the career, or career area, I am 
interested in. What are they? 

Check if I have left my future career options as open as possible. 

Check that I am choosing my subjects for the right reasons. 
(Wanting to stay in the same class as your friends or liking the teacher doesn’t count.) 

Check that I’ve not ruled a subject (or career) out just because people might think it’s a 
‘boys’ or ‘girls’ subject. 

Think about the skills I am good at and the skills I need to develop in the future. 
Which courses or other opportunities will help me develop these? 

714



GCSE
COURSE GUIDE

15



COURSE:
ENGLISH LITERATURE AND LANGUAGE

GCSE English Literature:
English Literature is the study of how a text has been 
created but also a consideration of why a text has 
been created and the social implications that it may 
have had. At Key Stage 4 the texts that pupils will 
study are: ‘Romeo and Juliet’, ‘An Inspector Calls’, 
‘A Christmas Carol’ and a selection of poems from 
the Eduqas anthology.

Assessment
Pupils will sit examination papers at the end of the 
course. There is no longer a Controlled Assessment 
element to English meaning that their grade will be 
determined by exams only. Grade 5 is a strong pass 
in English Language and Literature. To study English 
at Level 3, colleges expect at least a grade 5.

English Language:
The English Language examination consists of 
two papers: Component 1 - 20th Century Literature 
Reading and Creative Prose Writing, and Component 
2 - 19th and 21st Century Non-Fiction Reading and 
Transactional.
 

Writing. a) Examination – 100% of each pupil’s final 
GCSE grade - two written papers b) Separately 
endorsed Spoken Language assessment.

English Literature: The English Literature 
examination also consists of two papers: These are 
examinations worth 100% of your final GCSE grade.

Course enrichment
As part of the English Language and English 
Literature courses it will be beneficial to be exposed 
to as many literary forms as possible. This could 
be a result of activities such as: Readathon, theatre 
visits, poetry workshops and walking talking mocks 
and other in-school events. 

Where could studying English lead to?
English is about communication which forms the 
base of all jobs and of everyday life. Pupils can 
choose to study English and English Literature at A 
level and degree level.

Head of Department: Mrs R Buckman 
Exam Board: Eduqas
Qualifications: GCSE in English Language and English Literature

From a lawyer in a courtroom to a writer in a different world or maybe a 
teacher in a classroom, English can provide the opportunity for a variety 
of different careers due to the transferable skills that are both taught 
and developed throughout the GCSE syllabus. All pupils are required to 
study both English Language and English Literature opening a world of 
possibilities for the future.

What will pupils study?
GCSE English Language:
English Language is the study of how a writer has constructed a piece 
of text to interest and engage a reader, it then provides the opportunity 
to use language creatively for a variety of different forms. Therefore, 
throughout Key Stage 4, pupils will be looking at several extracts to 
unpick exactly what a writer was thinking and go on to consider the 
effect their words have on other people. As part of the English Language 
curriculum pupils will develop their skills to both analyse writing and 
develop a well-constructed argument so that they can always win 
their case! Spoken Language also forms part of the English Language 
GCSE and is assessed in class. Although the mark is no longer counted 
towards the examination mark, a grade is still recorded and appears 
separately on certificates as an endorsement to the qualification.

COMPULSORY SUBJECT
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Head of Department: Mrs L Goodwin
Exam Board: Edexcel
Qualification: GCSE in Mathematics

What will pupils study?
Mathematics is a compulsory subject within the National 
Curriculum. At Key Stage 4 we follow the Edexcel Mathematics 
(9-1).

This provides a flexible approach to the delivery of mathematics 
that can be adapted to suit the needs of pupils as they progress 
through Years 10 and 11.

The course requires pupils to: Develop knowledge, skills 
and understanding of mathematical methods and concepts, 
including:
• Number, Algebra, Geometry and Measures, Probability 

and Statistics, Ratio and Proportion, Problem Solving and 
Mathematical Reasoning.

• Expand their knowledge and understanding of mathematical 
concepts and methods introduced in Key Stage 3 and apply 
these skills creatively in multi-layered problem solving 
situations.

• Apply the functional elements of mathematics in everyday and 
real-life situations.

• Exams will be taken in June during the final year.

Assessment
• Three written papers (Paper 1 is Non-Calculator, Papers 2 & 3 

are both Calculator): each paper is 1 hour 30 minutes and 80 marks per paper.
• Foundation Tier grades 5 -1 available.
• Higher Tier grades 9 - 3 available.

Course enrichment
There will be opportunities to attend events at Keele University and other institutions to take part in 
competitions, problem solving challenge days, and talks held by renowned mathematicians.

Where could studying mathematics lead to?
Mathematics is a life-long skill that is used on a daily basis. It is a qualification that is needed at grade 6 or 
above to enrol on to Level 3 Maths courses at College.

Mathematics is a vital GCSE for anyone wishing to enter into Engineering, Accounting, Banking, Science, 
Research and many more careers.

COURSE
MATHEMATICS

COMPULSORY SUBJECT
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COURSE:
COMBINED SCIENCE
Head of Department:  Mrs K Wainwright
Exam Board: AQA
Qualification: GCSE in Science Synergy (2 GCSEs)

What will pupils study?
GCSE study in the sciences provides the foundation for understanding the material world. Scientific 
understanding is changing our lives and is vital to the world’s future prosperity. All pupils should learn 
essential aspects of the knowledge, methods, processes and uses of science. They should gain 
appreciation of how the complex and diverse phenomena of the natural world can be described in 
terms of a small number of key ideas that relate to the sciences and that are both interlinked and of 
universal application.

Biology Topics: Key concepts in biology, cells and control, genetics, natural selection and 
genetic modification, health, disease and the development of medicines, plant structures and 
their functions, animal coordination, control and homeostasis, exchange and transport in 
animals, ecosystems and material cycles.

Chemistry Topics: Key concepts in chemistry, states of matter and 
mixtures, chemical changes, extracting metals and equilibria, groups in 
the periodic table, rates of reaction and energy changes, fuels and earth 
science.

Physics Topics: Key concepts in physics, motion and forces, 
conservation of energy, waves, light and the electromagnetic 
spectrum, radioactivity, energy, forces doing work, forces and their 
effects, electricity and circuits, magnetism and the motor effect, 
electromagnetic induction, particle model, forces and matter.

Assessment
Combined science - pupils will take four exams lasting 1 hour and 45 minutes each (All scientific disciplines in 
each exam). In all examinations, pupils will find a mixture of question styles including multiple-choice questions, 
short answer questions, calculations and open-response questions.

Course enrichment
Throughout the course pupils will be expected to complete core practical experiments which they will be 
questioned on in their final examinations. These will require them to create methods, process information, carry 
out calculations, interpret graphical information, draw conclusions and evaluate processes.

Where could studying Science lead to?
Further studies in science open up many different career paths. These can be in the area of science but also any 
other field that requires you to understand processes, plan projects, work with numbers or even develop new 
ideas. Some examples of the areas of science that you could go into are Biochemistry, Bioinformatics, Biology, 
Biomedical Sciences, Biophysics, Biotechnology, Cancer Research, Cell Biology, Chemistry, Computer Science, 
Engineering, Genetics, Genomics, Health Sciences, Immunology, Life Sciences, Material Science, Mathematics, 
Microbiology, Molecular Biology, Neuroscience, Physical Sciences, Physics, Virology.

COMPULSORY SUBJECT
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Head of Department:  Mrs K Wainwright
Exam Board: AQA
Qualification: GCSE in Science Synergy (2 GCSEs)

What will pupils study?
GCSE study in the sciences provides the foundation for understanding the material world. Scientific 
understanding is changing our lives and is vital to the world’s future prosperity. All pupils should learn 
essential aspects of the knowledge, methods, processes and uses of science. They should gain 
appreciation of how the complex and diverse phenomena of the natural world can be described in 
terms of a small number of key ideas that relate to the sciences and that are both interlinked and of 
universal application.

Biology Topics: Key concepts in biology, cells and control, genetics, natural selection and 
genetic modification, health, disease and the development of medicines, plant structures and 
their functions, animal coordination, control and homeostasis, exchange and transport in 
animals, ecosystems and material cycles.

Chemistry Topics: Key concepts in chemistry, states of matter and 
mixtures, chemical changes, extracting metals and equilibria, groups in 
the periodic table, rates of reaction and energy changes, fuels and earth 
science.

Physics Topics: Key concepts in physics, motion and forces, 
conservation of energy, waves, light and the electromagnetic 
spectrum, radioactivity, energy, forces doing work, forces and their 
effects, electricity and circuits, magnetism and the motor effect, 
electromagnetic induction, particle model, forces and matter.
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COURSE:
ART & DESIGN

Head of Department: Miss J Gerrard
Exam Board: AOA
Qualification: GCSE in Art & Design (Art, Craft and 
Design)

Art & Design GCSE is right for pupils if they:
Enjoy working with different tools, techniques, 
materials, and resources to generate different kinds 
of artwork. Want to experience different aspects of 
Art & Design such as drawing, painting, sculpture, 
printmaking, mixed media, and textiles.

Prefer subjects where you are encouraged to 
develop your own strengths and interests in a topic 
and follow your own lines of enquiry. Enjoy studying 
a creative subject that is relevant to your life and 
experience.

Pre-requisites
Pupils opting for GCSE Art & Design should have a 
keen interest in drawing and painting. They should 
be prepared to develop their artistic skills through 
independent study and research into the work of 
artists from contemporary or historical contexts. 
Preferably, students will have a good understanding 
of the characteristics of observational drawing 
(colour, line, shape, tone, texture).

What will pupils’ study?
At GCSE, you will study two components, comprising 
a ‘Portfolio of Work‘ selected from the course of 
study and an ‘Externally Set Assignment’. The two 
components provide a range of creative, exciting, 
and stimulating opportunities to develop and explore 
your personal interests in Art and Design. The 
portfolio must include a sustained project developed 
in response to a subject, theme, task, or brief that is 

set by your teacher. Each project or theme will give 
you the opportunity to demonstrate your ability to 
evidence an artistic journey from your initial idea to 
the realisation of your intentions and final piece.

Assessment
A portfolio of work that in total shows coverage of 
all four assessment objectives - Marked out of 96 - 
Worth 60%

An externally set assignment where you will respond 
to a starting point from the examiner - Marked out of 
96 - Worth 40%

Course Enrichment
As part of your ‘Portfolio of Work’ you will be 
required to complete a selection of further 
work resulting from activities such as trials and 
experiments; skills-based workshops; mini and/ or 
foundation projects; responses to gallery, museum, 
or site visits; work placements and independent 
study.

Where could Art & Design take students? Further 
studies in Art & Design can lead to careers such as 
Animator, Architectural Designer, Art Appraiser, Art 
Gallery Curator, Crafts person, Creative Director, 
Fashion Designer, Film Production, Furniture 
Designer, Graphic Designer, Illustrator, Interior 
Designer, Makeup Artist, Painter, Photojournalist, 
Web Designer and many more areas. Art is a popular 
subject and many of our GCSE students continue to 
study the subject to A-Level at college.

NB: Art & Design and 3D Design are the same 
exam. Therefore, students cannot select both of 
these courses.
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COURSE:
BUSINESS STUDIES (VOCATIONAL 
AWARD IN RETAIL 
BUSINESS)
Head of Department: Miss C Ware
Exam Board: WJEC
Qualification: GCSE 1-9

Vocational Award in Retail Business is right for 
pupils if they:  Thrive in a fast-paced environment.  
Dream of starting their own business. Fascinated by 
the world of retail business and eager to discover 
how it all works. 

Pre-requisites
Pupils opting for this course should have a keen 
interest in the world of business and enterprise. You 
should have good literacy, preferably with good 
analysis and evaluative skills. You should have an 
interest in the “what is going on?” and the “why 
does this happen?”.

What will pupils study?
This qualification is made up of 3 units: 
Unit 1: The business of retail 
Pupils will be introduced to the business of retail 
and will explore the dynamic and competitive nature 
of the retail industry. Pupils will gain knowledge and 
understanding of different types of retail business 
and retail activity, as well as the impact of external 
factors on the industry e.g. growth in sustainability. 

Unit 2: Customer service for retail business 
Pupils will develop your knowledge and 
understanding of the principles of customer service 
for retail business and have the opportunity to 
investigate the customer service experience across 
a retail organisation selected by the pupil. 

Unit 3: Merchandising and marketing of retail 
products 
Pupils will be introduced to the importance of visual 
merchandising and marketing retail products, and 
how retail businesses use visual merchandising 
and marketing to achieve their aims. Pupils will 
apply your knowledge and understanding to design 
visual merchandising installations and promotional 
materials.

Assessment
You will be assessed through a mixture of exams 
and controlled assessments.
 
Unit 1 - Exam worth 40%. The exam is 1 hour and 
30 minutes, it will be made up of multiple-choice 
questions, and short and extended response 
questions. 

Unit 2 – Controlled assessment worth 30%. As 
part of this assessment, pupils will investigate the 
customer service of a selected retail business. It will 
take 6 hours to complete.

Unit 3 - Controlled assessment worth 30%. As 
part of this assessment, pupils will design visual 
merchandising and marketing materials in response 
to a given brief. This will take place over 8 hours.

Course enrichment
During the course there will be opportunities 
to explore the field of Business outside of the 
classroom, this will be done through trips, guest 
speakers, competitions and revision workshops.

Where could studying Retail Business lead to? 
Retail Business will give you good ICT knowledge, 
great analytical skills, and excellent problem-solving 
skills. This means that when it comes to potential 
careers, there will be lots of choice. Specific 
retail business careers include; Content writer, 
Customer service representative E-commerce web 
developer Logistics, Marketing assistant, Marketing 
management, Retail buyer, Retail management, 
Sales associate, Social media, Team leader or Visual 
merchandiser. 
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COURSE:
DESIGN TECHNOLOGY

Head of Faculty: Miss J Gerrard
Head of Department: Dr Kidd Smithers 
Exam Board: AQA
Qualification: GCSE in Design Technology

Design Technology is right for pupils if they:
• Want to develop real-world awareness of design 

practices
• Enjoy creating with plastics, wood and board
• Enjoy working with workshop tools
• Want to learn to use CAD CAM

Pre-requisites
This course could be for you if you enjoy designing 
and using equipment and technology to model, test 
and evaluate prototypes from a range of materials.

What will pupils study?
Throughout Year 10 you will develop a range of 
design and technology subject knowledge to 
prepare you for the written examination. You will also 
complete a range of design and practical tasks to 
prepare you for the Iterative Design Challenge that 
will be released by the exam board on June 1st of 
Year 10.

How is the course assessed?
The course is made up of two components:
Component 1: Principles of Design and Technology
– Externally assessed examination (50%)
• 2 hour written paper (50%) completed at the end 

of Year 11.

• This component brings together your ‘core’ and 
‘in-depth’ knowledge and understanding of

• Design & Technology principles. In this written 
examination paper you will also focus more 
directly on at least one main material category 
(e.g. woods, plastics, metals).

• A minimum of 15% of the paper will assess your 
mathematical skills applied within a design and 
technology context.

Component 2: Iterative Design Challenge - Non-
exam assessment (50%)
• You will be required to complete a contextual 

design challenge, set by the examination board, 
in which you will demonstrate a range of skills to 
explore, create, evaluate, and manufacture.

• You will produce a chronological design portfolio 
and one final prototype.

• Your portfolio will be internally assessed by the 
College and externally moderated.

What can this qualification lead to?
As well as developing valuable transferable skills this 
course provides a route into A Level Product Design 
and BTEC L3 Engineering. 

Career sectors include product design, industrial 
design, architecture, manufacturing, engineering, 
construction, research and development.
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COURSE:
DRAMA - PERFORMING ARTS

Head of Department: Mrs D Carpenter
Exam Board: Pearson
Qualification: BTEC Technical Award (Drama)

Performing Arts: Dance is right for you if you:
• Enjoy performing drama and are keen to develop your 

performance standard further as an actor.
• Enjoy creating your own dramatic pieces.
• Would like to know more about the role and 

responsibilities within the Performing Arts industry.

Pre-requisites
Pupils opting for drama should have a keen interest in 
performance and/or technical aspects of theatre and be 
prepared to work hard to develop their knowledge and 
skills. They should be prepared to develop their drama 
skills through independent study and research into the 
work of artists from contemporary, historical or popular 
culture.

What will pupils study?
The Level 2 BTEC Technical Award is a practical 
introduction to life and work in the Performing Arts 
industry. Pupils will study three units as follows:

Component 1 – Exploring the Performing Arts – 
30%
Learners will develop their understanding of 
the Performing Arts by examining the work of 
performing arts professionals and the process used 
to create performance.

Component 2 – Developing Skills and Techniques 
in the Performing Arts – 30%
Learners will develop their performing arts skills 
through the reproduction of acting repertoire.

Component 3 – Responding to a Brief – 40%
Learners will be given the opportunity to devise and 
present a work as part of a group to contribute to 
workshop performance in response to a brief and 
stimulus.
 

Assessment
Components 1 and 2 are internally assessed.
Component 3 is externally assessed.

Where could Performing Arts take you?
When you have completed the qualification, you 
will have developed a practical understanding 
of the Performing Arts sector, and the roles and 
responsibilities of the people involved in the 
Performing Arts industries. This could lead to 
a range of performance, creative, technical or 
backstage careers, such as actor, choreographer, 
director, camera operator, playwright, arts 
administrator, broadcast journalist, costume or set 
designer, or work in lighting / sound.
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COURSE
FOOD: HOSPITALITY & CATERING

Head of Faculty: Miss J Gerrard
Head of Department: Miss J Gerrard
Exam Board: WJEC
Qualification: WJEC Level 1/2 Vocational Award in 
Hospitality and Catering (Technical Award)

Hospitality & Catering is right for pupils if they:
• Have a broad interest in the food industry 

including hygiene, safety, law and regulations
• Want to work in the hospitality industry
• Want to design, prepare and present new 

food ideas

Pre-requisites
You should have an understanding of basic food 
hygiene and some skills in preparing and cooking 
simple dishes. You should be willing to develop 
your skills to enable you to design, prepare and 
present a complex meal. You will need to have 
good problem solving skills, good organisation 
and excellent time-keeping.

How is the course structured?
The course is structured into two units:

• Unit 1 The Hospitality and catering industry: 
In this unit you will focus on learning about 
different types of providers, legislation, food 
safety and the roles and responsibilities within 
the sector.

• Unit 2 Hospitality and catering in action: you 
will develop practical skills for planning, 
preparing, cooking and presenting nutritional 
dishes meeting the client needs.

Each of the units have been designed so 
that knowledge, skills and understanding are 
developed through tasks that have many of the 
characteristics of real work in the sector.

How is the course assessed?
The course is assessed through the completion 
of the two units:

• Unit 1: The Hospitality and Catering Industry
(40% of overall grade)
External exam duration: 90 minutes number of
marks: 90

Unit 2: Hospitality and Catering in Action
(60% of overall grade)
Internal controlled assessment totalling 9 hours 
and production of a portfolio of work

How you will be graded?
L1 Pass, L2 Pass, L2 Merit, L2 Distinction, L2 
Distinction*

What can the qualification lead to?
Successful completion of this qualification could 
lead to a number of possibilities.

There are many local colleges that provide 
advanced qualifications in food, catering and 
hospitality e.g. apprenticeships and level 3 
courses. You could progress into careers like 
a chef, dietetics, health and social care, food 
technologist, nursing, food production and 
manufacture, nutritionist, hospitality, food 
product development and child care.
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COURSE:
GEOGRAPHY

Head of Faculty: Mrs J. Timperley-Goodwin 
Head of Department: Mrs C Underwood
Exam Board: AQA
Qualification: GCSE in Geography

GCSE Geography is right for students if they:
• Enjoy finding out about people, places, 

landscapes and events.
• Enjoy studying a subject that is relevant to life 

and experience.
• Want the opportunity to work outdoors as well as 

in the classroom.
• Prefer writing structured answers rather than long 

essays.

Pre-requisites
Pupils opting for GCSE Geography should have a 
keen interest in what is going in the world around 
us. They should enjoy learning about topical issues, 
causes and effects of events around us, and be 
prepared to work hard both in class and at home to 
increase the breadth and depth of their knowledge.

What will pupils study?
At GCSE, the course provides a balance between 
physical and human geography and places an 
emphasis upon a student’s ability to understand 
issues and subsequently apply theory to situations. 
Pupils will gain practical skills from two days of 
fieldwork that will be examined in a skills paper.

There are three key areas of work:
• Living with the physical environment: Natural 

Hazards, Living World, Physical Landscapes of 
the UK (rivers and coasts).

• Challenges in the human environment: Urban 
Challenges, Changing Economic World, 
Challenge of Resource Management.

• Geographical Applications: Issue Evaluation, 
Fieldwork Data Collection Techniques, Graphing 
Techniques and Data Analysis.

 Assessment
There are three examinations which take place at the 
end of the course:
• Paper 1: 1 hour 30 minutes, 88 marks, 35% of 

final grade
• Paper 2: 1 hour 30 minutes, 88 marks, also 35% 

of final grade
• Paper 3: 1 hour 30 minutes, 76 marks, 30% of 

final grade

Course enrichment
As part of the compulsory fieldwork element, trips 
and fieldwork are completed that are relevant to 
classwork; currently, these include visits to examine 
river processes, and Castleton, to practice fieldwork 
skills.

Where could studying Geography lead to? 
Further studies in geography can lead to careers in 
Law, Accountancy, Market Research, Management 
Consultancy, Aid Work, Landscape Architecture, 
Countryside Management, Field Studies Work, 
Environmental Consultancy, Civil Engineering, Social 
Work, Cartography, Surveying, Town Planning, 
Heritage Management and many more areas.

Geography is a popular subject and many of our 
GCSE pupils continue to study the subject to 
A-level. Pupils also go on to study Geography, or 
related subjects, at University. As Geography is an 
academically demanding course, it is highly valued 
by universities as an A-level choice therefore the 
Russell Group report published in 2011 names 
Geography as one of eight facilitating subjects; it is 
also incredibly well valued by all employers, due to 
the wide range of knowledge, and report writing and 
statistical skills, acquired.
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COURSE:
HEALTH & SOCIAL CARE
Head of faculty: Mrs J. Timperley-Goodwin
Head of Department: Mrs J. Timperley-Goodwin
Exam Board: Pearson Edexcel
Qualification: BTEC Level 1/Level 2 Tech Award in 
Health and Social Care

The Pearson BTEC Level 1/Level 2 Tech Award in 
Health and Social Care is ideal for you if you would 
like to find out more about health and social care. 
This course offers a practical introduction to life and 
work in the health and social care sector. 

Pre-requisites
You should be interested in human growth, 
development and life cycle. 
What will pupils study?
This course will give you the opportunity to develop 
knowledge and technical skills in a practical learning 
environment. You will also develop key skills 
relevant to the health and social care sector such as 
research techniques and how to measure someone’s 
physical health. You will also develop your written 
communication skills as you create health and 
wellbeing plans for an individual with specific needs.

Everyone taking this qualification will study three 
components, covering the following content areas:

Human Lifespan and Development gives you the 
opportunity to study how people grow and develop 
over the course of their lives, from infancy to old 
age. You will also look at the factors that may affect 
growth and development throughout the lifespan, 
such as lifechanging events like marriage or death of 
a partner. 

Health and Social Care Services you will investigate 
common services as well as those for specific needs 
and consider how they may work together to meet 
individual’s needs. You will examine the barriers to 
individuals accessing services and how they may be 
overcome. You will explore the skills, attributes and 
values that are required in health and social care, 
and their importance in making sure that the people 
who use these services get the care they need.
 

Health and Wellbeing explores the factors that 
can have a positive or negative influence on an 
individual’s health and wellbeing. You will learn to 
interpret physiological and lifestyle indicators, and 
what they mean for someone’s state of health. You 
will learn how to use this information to design an 
appropriate plan for improving someone’s health 
and wellbeing, including short- and long-term 
targets. Additionally, you will explore the difficulties 
an individual may face when trying to make these 
changes.

Assessment
There are three parts to the course:
• 3.1: Component 1 – Independent Writing/Pearson 

Set Assignment, 60 marks, 30% of final grade
• 3.2: Component 2 – Independent Writing/Pearson 

Set Assignment, 60 marks, 30% of final grade
• Both component 1 and 2 are external 

assessment pieces of work, completed in school 
in a controlled and timed environment. 

• 3.3: 1 hour 15 minutes, 60marks, 40% of final 
grade

Course enrichment
In GCSE Health and Social Care we try to inspire our 
pupil’s interest in the subject by introducing them to 
the different elements that exist within our healthcare 
system. Utilising, potential speakers from the NHS 
and material demonstrating the variety of key roles 
and responsibilities, we also aim to demonstrate 
to pupils future avenues of education with trips to 
further/higher educational establishments.

Where could Health and Social take you? 
Once you have completed the qualification, you will 
have developed a practical understanding of the 
health and social care sector. If you decide to go on 
to further study of health and social care, the best 
option for you will depend on the grades you have 
achieved. You could progress to a Level 2 Technical 
Certificate or to a Level 3 programme, such as A 
Levels, a T Level or a BTEC National, either on its 
own or in combination with A levels.
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COURSE:
HISTORY
Head of Faculty: Mrs J. Timperley-Goodwin
Head of Department: Mrs J. Timperley-Goodwin
Exam Board: AQA
Qualification: GCSE in History

GCSE History is right for students if they:
• Enjoy finding out about the past.
• Want to understand how the world around them works.
• Have an investigative and inquisitive mind.
• Like to explain their own ideas.

Pre-requisites
Pupils opting for GCSE History should have a keen interest in History and in 
understanding about the past. Pupils should enjoy learning about why things 
have happened and about how these have shaped our world today. Pupils 
should be prepared to work hard both in class and at home to develop their 
understanding of the course content and issues covered.

What will pupils study?
The GCSE course covers a wide range of British 
and European History, with in-depth studies on 
Elizabethan History and Weimar and Nazi Germany, 
other elements of the course include Conflict and 
Tension after World War One and how Public Health 
and medicine for people in Britain has changed over 
time.

There are four units of work:
Germany, 1890 – 1945, Democracy and Dictatorship: 
exploring the growth of democracy in Germany, 
leading to the collapse of the Weimar Republic and 
Nazi Germany.

Conflict and Tension: the inter-war years, 1918 – 39: 
exploring the results of World War One and the Treaty 
of Versailles, the work of the League of Nations and 
the causes of World War Two.

Health and the People, c1000 to the present day: 
exploring how medicine and public health has 
developed in Britain. Focusing on causes, effects, 
and consequences by drawing on key themes such 
as war, religion, the government, communication, 
science, and roles of key individuals, and how these 
link together.

Elizabethan England, c1568-1603: including the 
rule of Elizabeth I, life in England at the time and the 
challenges faced from abroad. This unit includes a 
study of an historical environment.

Assessment
Paper 1: Germany Depth study and Conflict in 
Tension, externally assessed paper worth 50% of the 
GCSE.

Paper 2: Health and the People and Elizabethan 
England, externally assessed paper worth 50% of the 
GCSE, this will also include the study of an historic 
environment.

Course enrichment
As part of the course pupils will be required to 
complete a study of an historic environment which 
will include a visit to a site which they will be asked a 
question on, in the Paper 2 exam.

Where could studying History lead to?
History helps to develop essential communication 
and analysis skills which are valued in a wide range 
of jobs. As part of the course pupils will be explaining 
points of view and events, drawing conclusions 
and using several pieces of evidence to come to 
conclusions.

History is well recognised for its value as a 
Qualification and is a popular option for further study 
at A-Level. Further studies in History can lead to 
careers in areas like Law, Journalism, working for the 
Government, Teaching, Business, and in Libraries.
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COURSE:
ICT (VOCATIONAL AWARD)
Head of Department: Miss C Ware
Exam Board: WJEC
Qualification: Vocational Award (pass, merit, or 
distinction)

Vocational Award in ICT is right for pupils if they: 
Are passionate about technology, like solving problems. 
Curious about all things digital and want to learn some 
fantastic new skills. 

Pre-requisites:
Pupils opting for ICT should have a keen interest in 
applications using computers. Pupils need to be ready to 
learn new skills and apply themselves with new software. 

What will pupils study?
The qualification is made up of 2 units:

Unit 1: ICT in Society
In unit 1 pupils will explore the wide range of uses 
of hardware, application and specialist software in 
society Investigate how information technology is 
used in a range of contexts, including business and 
organisations, education and homes. 

Unit 2: ICT in Context
In unit 2 pupils will gain a working knowledge of 
databases, spreadsheets, automated documents, 
and images. Learn to apply your knowledge and 
understanding to solve problems in vocational 
settings.

Assessment
Pupils will be assessed through a blend of exams and 
controlled assessments.

Unit 1 - Exam worth 40%. The exam is 1 hour and 
20 minutes, it will be made up of short and extended 
response questions.

Unit 2 – Controlled assessment worth 60%. As part of 
this assessment, you will be given a scenario and will 
need to undertake a number of tasks.

  

Course enrichment
During the course there will be opportunities to 
explore the field of ICT outside of the classroom, 
this will be done through trips, guest speakers, 
competitions and revision workshops.

Where could studying ICT lead to?
The ICT industry offers a wide Range of exciting 
opportunities which include:
• Data analyst
• Digital content producer
• Systems engineer
• Web marketing manager
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COURSE:
MUSIC - PERFORMING ARTS
Head of Department: Miss E Mooney
Exam Board: Pearson
Qualification: BTEC Technical Award in Music Practice

Performing Arts: Music is right for you if you:
• Enjoy creating and performing music from a variety of different genres 

and cultures and would like to develop your musical skills further.
• Are interested in how music is made and would like to deepen your 

musical knowledge.
• Would like to explore further how the music industry functions and how 

music production works

Pre-requisites
Pupils opting for music should have a keen interest in music, and a clear 
idea of one particular instrument they would like to specialise in for 
performance e.g. voice, keyboard, guitar etc.
They should be prepared to develop their musical skills through 
independent study and practice to support the learning they do in 
lessons. Pupils should be competent in their ability to understand 
notation and chords and feel comfortable commenting on music.  

What will pupils study?
The BTEC Technical Award is a practical introduction 
to being able to explore music and the music industry 
in a more detailed manner. Pupils will study three 
components as follows:

Component 1: Exploring Music Products and Styles 
During component 1, pupils will:
• Explore different styles and genres of music.
• Take part in practical workshops in lesson to 

understand the music creation process.
• Learn about the different roles within the music 

industry.
• Investigate relationships between different areas 

of the music industry.

Component 2: Musical Skills Development During 
component 2, pupils will:
• Reflect on their progress, and on areas for 

improvement.
• Choose a job role in the music industry and 

explore the skills needed to fulfil it.
• Develop a range of practical skills.
• Apply skills and techniques in a music 

performance, creation or production.

Component 3: Responding to a Music Brief During 
component 3, pupils will:
• Following on from component 2 pupils should 

choose an area to focus on (performance, 
composition or production). 

• Pupils will create a reinterpretation of a song in   

response to a brief. 
• Explore the brief and come up with possible
• responses and ideas.
• Use relevant resources, skills and techniques to 

develop and refine musical material.
• Present their final response.
• Present and reflect their approach to the brief and 

their final outcome.

Assessment
All assessments are done via controlled assessment. 
Components 1 and 2 are internally assessed and 
externally moderated. Component 3 is externally 
marked and moderated.

Course enrichment
To further develop your musical skills, you might 
showcase your work in school concerts, shows and 
assemblies. There will also be opportunities to take 
part in projects and performances with The Music 
Partnership and City Music Service. You will also 
have the opportunity to go and watch professional 
productions.

Where could Music take you?
Further studies in Music can lead to a career as a 
musician, composer, music teacher, music therapist, 
music promoter, sound engineer, producer, studio 
engineer, event manager, music journalist or a job 
with a record company. A number of recent Music 
pupils have gone on to study Music at college with 
great success. 
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COURSE
PHOTOGRAPHY

Head of Faculty: Miss J Gerrard
Head of Department: Miss J Gerrard
Exam Board: AQA
Qualification: GCSE in Photography

GCSE Photography is right for pupils if they:
• Enjoy working with different tools, techniques, 

materials and resources to generate different kinds 
of photography or moving imagery.

• Want to experience different aspects of 
Photography such as Location Photography, 
Studio Photography, Experimental Imagery,

• Documentary Photography, Photojournalism, 
Moving Image: film, video and animation.

• Prefer subjects where you are encouraged to 
develop your own strengths and interests in a 
topic and follow your own lines of enquiry.

• Enjoy studying a creative subject that is relevant to 
your life and experience.

Pre-requisites
Pupils opting for GCSE Photography should have 
a keen interest in photographic techniques and 
processes. They should be prepared to develop 
their photographic skills through independent study 
and research into the work of photographers from 
contemporary or historical contexts. Preferably, pupils 
will have a good understanding of the characteristics 
of the visual and tactile elements of images such as 
colour, line, shape, tone, texture, pattern, composition, 
scale, sequence, and contrast.

What will pupils’ study?
At GCSE, pupils will study two components, 
comprising a ‘Portfolio of Work’ selected from the 
course of study and an ‘Externally Set Assignment’.

The two components provide a range of creative, 
exciting and stimulating opportunities to develop and 
explore your personal interests in photography.

The portfolio must include a sustained project 
developed in response to a subject, theme, task or 
brief that is set by the teacher. Each project or theme 

will give students the opportunity to demonstrate their 
ability to evidence a photographic journey from their 
initial idea to the realisation of their intentions and final 
piece.

Assessment
• Portfolio of Work that shows coverage of four 

assessment objectives – marked out of 96 – worth 
60%

• Externally Set Assignment where students will 
respond to a starting point from an externally set 
exam paper – marked out of 96 – worth 40%

Course enrichment
As part of pupils ‘Portfolio of Work’ they will 
be required to complete a selection of further 
work resulting from activities such as trials and 
experiments; skills-based workshops; mini and/or 
foundation projects; responses to gallery, museum or 
site visits; work placements and independent study.

Where could studying Photography lead to? Further 
studies in Photography can lead to careers such as 
Professional Photographer, Animator, Film Production, 
Photojournalist, Web Designer and many more areas. 
Photography is a popular subject and many of our 
GCSE students continue to study the subject to 
A-level at college.
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COURSE
RELIGIOUS STUDIES
Head of Faculty: Mrs J. Timperley-Goodwin
Curriculum Lead: Miss A. Stockdale-Fisher 
Exam Board: Pearsons Edexcel
Qualification: GCSE Religious Education (1-9)

GCSE Religious Studies is right for pupils if they:
• Are interested in learning more about religious 

beliefs and practices.
• Enjoyed the Year 8 and 9 topics of prejudice and 

discrimination, terrorism, the Holocaust and social 
justice.

• Prefer subjects where they are encouraged to 
develop their own point of view, while considering a 
range of different opinions.

• Enjoy topics that allow them to study current affairs 
and their views on them.

• Enjoy debate and discussion.

Pre-requisites
Pupils opting for GCSE Religious Studies should have 
a keen interest in learning about a range of different 
viewpoints. They should be prepared to develop their 
discussion and debate skills through learning about 
Christian and Muslim views on a wide range of issues. 
Preferably, pupils will have a good understanding of 
how to structure an argument and how to develop their 
answers in detail.

What will pupils study?
At GCSE, they will study two units:

Paper 1: Christianity- This unit covers the following 
topics: Matters of Life and Death:

What are the origins of the universe? Is life special? 
Should abortion be allowed in all situations? Why is 
euthanasia illegal in the UK? What happens when we 
die? Is the environment ours to destroy?

• Marriage and Family Life: Is marriage important 
today? Why is divorce becoming more common? Is 
sex only for within marriage? What is family life like 
today? Should contraception be readily available to 
all? Why should all genders be equal?

• Christian Beliefs: Why are there different groups 
of Christians? Did God create the universe and 
people?

• Was Jesus God? What did Jesus do? Can Jesus 
save people? Do Heaven and Hell really exist? Why 
do bad things happen to good people?

• Living the Christian Life: How do Christian’s 
worship? What is life as a Christian really like? 
Is prayer really a way to contact God? Why are 
Christmas and Easter celebrated? Is the Church 
relevant in today’s society?

Paper 2: Islam - This unit covers the following topics:
• Muslim Beliefs: What do different groups of 

Muslims believe? What is Allah like? Were prophets 
really messengers of God? Are holy books really 
the word of God? Do we believe in angels? Is there 
such a thing as fate? What do Muslims believe 
happens when we die?

• Living the Muslim life: What does Muslim life look 
like? Why are the Five Pillars important to Muslims?

• How and why do Muslims celebrate special 
religious days? What do Muslims do to 
commemorate the history of their religion?

• Peace and Conflict: Does Islam really mean 
‘peace’? What do Muslims do to promote peace 
worldwide? Why is there conflict in the world? Can 
it ever be right for a Muslim to go to war? Can war 
ever be justified, for religious reasons or at all? 
Should weapons of mass destruction ever be used?

• Crime and Punishment: What is justice? What 
causes crime? Why do good things happen to 
bad people? What are fair punishments? Is it 
always possible to forgive? Should everyone, even 
criminals, have human rights? Should UK law allow 
the death penalty?

Assessment
Paper 1 - Christianity: One exam at the end of Year 11, 
1 hour and 45 minutes. (50%)
Paper 2 - Islam: One exam at the end of Year 11, 1 hour 
and 45 minutes. (50%)

Course enrichment
As part of the study on Christianity and Islam, pupils 
will have the opportunity to visit places of worship. 
They will also be visited by external speakers to 
develop their learning of key topics in greater depth.

Where could studying Religious Studies lead to?
The skills and abilities they develop through GCSE 
Religious Studies will show to future employers that 
they understand and appreciate different viewpoints, 
religious and otherwise. Studying GCSE RS shows that 
pupils have a proficient level of literacy and can put 
forward their point articulately and with sensitivity to 
others. GCSE RS prepares them well for further study 
of Philosophy, Theology, English, Classics and History.

In terms of employment, RS looks good to employers
in any area, as it demonstrates an understanding of 
different people and sensitivity to their beliefs and 
practices.
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COURSE
SPANISH

Head of Department: Mrs R Hilton
Exam Board: Edexcel
Qualification: GCSE 1-9

GCSE Spanish is right for pupils if they:
• Want to progress their ability to speak, read and 

write in another language.
• Want to stand out from the crowd when it comes 

to employment.
• Want to improve their confidence and develop 

their social, and communication skills.
• Enjoy learning about many cultural aspects of 

different countries where the language is spoken.
• Want to improve their problem-solving skills.

Pre-requisites
You will need to demonstrate resilience and be willing 
to make mistakes in order to learn from them.

You should have an interest in learning about other 
cultures including traditions, foods, festivals and 
popular culture.

What will pupil’s study?
The Edexcel GCSE Spanish specifications are divided 
into five main subject areas called themes: Local area, 
holiday and travel; School; Identity and Culture; Future 
aspirations, study and work; International and global 
dimensions.

The course involves learning how to express opinions 
in the foreign language, analyse texts and listen to 
authentic resources to improve communication.

Assessment
The exam is divided into the four language skills: 
Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing. Each one 
of these has its own separate exam, in the form of an 
end of course externally marked paper or speaking 
assessment which are worth 25% each.

Course enrichment
During the two year course we will have the 
opportunity to speak to local businesses that use 
languages regularly, make links with a school from a 
Spanish speaking country and some pupils may be 
selected to work more closely with our primary feeder 
schools to support the teaching of languages.

Where could studying Spanish lead to?
Further studies in languages can lead to careers in 
Business and Finance (international organisations), 
International Law, Armed Services, Fashion, Travel and 
Tourism (pilots/ air hostesses), Hotels and Catering, 
Advertising and Market Research, Retail Management, 
Sales and Marketing, Teaching, Broadcasting (BBC/
ITV), Journalism, Publishing, Technical Services 
Science and IT, Shipping Services, Freight Forwarding, 
Voluntary Organisations and Charities, and many 
more.
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COURSE
SPORT

Head of Department: Miss E Bunce
Exam Board: Pearson
Qualification: BTEC Tech Award in Sport

BTEC Sport is right for students if they:
• Enjoy learning about the science behind sport
• Want to understand how the body responds and 

adapts to exercise
• Have a keen interest in Sport
• Good communication and IT skills

What will you study? 
BTEC Tech award in Sport has been designed 
primarily for young people aged 14 to 19 who may 
wish to explore a vocational route throughout Key 
Stage 4, but it is also suitable for other learners who 
want a vocationally focused introduction to this area 
of study. It has been developed to:

• Encourage personal development through 
practical participation and performance in a range 
of sports and exercise activities.

• Give learners a wider understanding and 
appreciation of health-related fitness, sports and 
exercise through a selection of optional specialist 
units.

• Encourage learners to develop their people, 
communication, planning and team-working skills 
by having the opportunity to select from optional 
units available in the qualification structure.

• Provide education and training for sport, leisure 

and recreation employees.
• Give full-time learners the opportunity to progress 

to other vocational qualifications, such as the 
Pearson BTEC Level 3 Nationals in Sport or Sport 
and Exercise Sciences, or on to GCE AS or A level, 
and, in due course, to enter employment in the 
sport and active leisure sector.

• Give learners the opportunity to develop a range of 
skills and techniques, personal skills and attributes 
essential for successful performance in working 
life.

Assessment
The course is divided into three components. One 
externally assessed written exam 40% and two 
portfolio based pieces of work worth 60%. There is a 
small element of practical experience needed.

Course enrichment
The content of this specification is designed to enable 
you to enjoy and understand the benefits of living a 
healthy and active lifestyle. As such opportunities to 
participate and run sporting events will be available to 
students taking this course

Where could BTEC Sport take you? 
The qualification provides a route to further study in 
further education awards, such as A levels and/or the 
new Diplomas, and to Higher Education in PE as well 
as to related career opportunities.
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COURSE
TRIPLE SCIENCE
Head of Department: Mrs K Wainwright
Exam Board: AQA
Qualification: GCSE in Biology, Chemistry and 
Physics (3 GCSE Grades)

Triple Science is right for pupils if they:
• Have a curiosity about phenomena in the World 

around us.
• Enjoy thinking about scientific ideas.
• Want to understand how the world around them 

works.
• Aspire to science-based careers.

Pre-requisites
Triple science is often recommended for pupils aiming 
to continue their studies at A level and above. This 
pathway, if chosen, replaces the combined science 
qualification and takes one of our option choices. 
Pupils opting to engage in the three separate sciences 
need to be prepared to undertake further reading 
around the sciences to develop their ideas beyond 
the basic concepts in science. This course requires a 
commitment to science studies and suits those who 
have already aspirations for science careers.

What will pupil’s study?
GCSE study in the sciences provides the foundation 
for understanding the material world. Scientific 
understanding is changing our lives and is vital 
to the world’s future prosperity. All pupils should 
learn essential aspects of the knowledge, methods, 
processes and uses of science. They should gain 
appreciation of how the complex and diverse 
phenomena of the natural world can be described in 
terms of a small number of key ideas that relate to the 
sciences and that are both interlinked and of universal 
application.

Those taking the separate sciences delve further into 
the topics, with the additional topic of space within 
physics.

• Biology – Key concepts in biology, cells and 
control, genetics, natural selection and genetic 
modification, health, disease and the development 
of medicines, plant structures and their functions, 
animal coordination, control and homeostasis, 
exchange and transport in animals, ecosystems 
and material cycles.

• Chemistry – Key concepts in chemistry, states of 
matter and mixtures, chemical changes, extracting 
metals and equilibria, groups in the periodic table, 
rates of reaction and energy changes, fuels and 
earth science.

 

• Physics – Key concepts in physics, motion and 
forces, conservation of energy, waves, light and 
the electromagnetic spectrum, radioactivity, 
energy, forces doing work, forces and their effects, 
electricity and circuits, magnetism and the motor 
effect, electromagnetic induction, particle model, 
forces, matter and space.

Assessment
Separate sciences - pupils will take six exams lasting 1 
hour and 45 minutes each (2 biology, 2 chemistry and 2 
physics).

In all examination pupils will find a mixture of question 
styles, including multiple-choice questions, short 
answer questions, calculations and open-response 
questions.

Course enrichment
Throughout the course pupils will be expected to 
complete required practical experiments which they 
will be questioned on in their final examinations.

These will require them to create methods, process 
information, carry out calculations, interpret graphical 
information, draw conclusions and evaluate processes.

Where could studying triple science lead to?
Further studies in science open up many different 
career paths. These can be in the area of science but 
also any other field that requires you to understand 
processes, plan projects, work with numbers or even 
develop new ideas.

Some examples of the areas of science that you could 
go into are; Biochemistry, Bioinformatics, Biology, 
Biomedical Sciences, Biophysics, Biotechnology, 
Cancer Research, Cell Biology, Chemistry, Computer 
Science, Engineering, Genetics, Genomics, Health 
Sciences, Immunology, Life Sciences, Material Science, 
Mathematics, Microbiology, Molecular biology, 
Neuroscience, Physical Sciences, Physics, Virology
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COURSE
3D DESIGN (ART)

Head of Faculty: Miss J Gerrard 
Head of Department: Miss J Gerrard
Exam Board: AQA
Qualification: GCSE in Art & Design (3D Design)

GCSE 3D Design is right for pupils if they:
• Enjoy working with different tools, techniques and 

materials to design and make products in 3D.
• Enjoy prototyping and modelling or making of 

primarily functional and aesthetic products and 
objects, drawing upon intellectual, creative and 
practical skills.

• Prefer subjects where you are encouraged to 
develop your own strengths and interests in a 
topic and follow your own lines of enquiry.

• Enjoy studying a creative subject that is relevant to 
current life and experience.

Pre-requisites
Pupils opting for GCSE 3D Design should have a keen 
interest in how to use 3D techniques and processes, 
appropriate to their intentions, for example: model 
making, constructing, surface treatment, assembling 
and modelling. Pupils should ideally have an ability 
to draw in 3D and be able to communicate their 
thoughts and ideas through drawing and written 
communication.

What will pupils study?
At GCSE, pupils will study two components, 
comprising a ‘Portfolio of Work’ selected from the 
course of study and an ‘Externally Set Assignment’. 
The two components provide a range of creative, 
exciting and stimulating opportunities to develop 
and explore your personal interests in 3D design. 
Pupils will be introduced to a range of materials and 
processes to enable the creation of a product that the 
pupil has designed.

Pupils will produce a portfolio that must include a 
sustained project developed in response to a subject, 
theme, task or brief that is set by your teacher. Each 
project or theme gives the opportunity to demonstrate 

the ability to evidence a creative journey from the 
initial idea to the realisation of intentions and final 
piece.

Assessment
Portfolio of Work – 60%. Pupils will be assessed 
on their ability to complete the following tasks as a 
standard minimum:
• AO1: Research and analyse the work of artists and 

designers in relation to the product brief
• AO2: Develop, refine and experiment with 

materials, techniques and processes.
• AO3: Create observations drawings and 

recordings from other sources as well as the 
students own design ideas.

• AO4: Create a final product and realise intentions 
using written annotation.

• Pupils will sit a 10-hour exam, over 2 days. In this 
exam, pupils will create a final piece developed 
in response to the exam brief. Externally set 
assignment – (40%).

Course enrichment
As part of the portfolio of work pupils will be required 
to complete a selection of further work resulting 
from activities such as trials and experiments; skills-
based workshops; mini and/or foundation projects; 
responses to gallery, museum or site visits; work 
placements and independent study.

Where could studying 3D Design lead to? 
Further studies in 3D Design can lead to careers in 
Architectural Design, Sculpture, Ceramics, Product 
Design, Jewellery and Body Adornment, Interior 
Design, Environmental/Landscape/Garden Design, 
Exhibition Design, 3D Digital Design, Designer for 
Theatre, Film and Television, Graphic Design and 
many more areas.

NB: Art & Design and 3D Design are the same 
exam. Therefore pupils cannot select both of these 
courses.
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