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Young engineers are learning about the ups and
downs of life in cutting edge industry by designing
a mini roller coaster for Siemens.

Siemens has run its hugely popular roller coaster
design competition for schools in Staffordshire for
the last five years but this year have widened their catchment area and Birches
Head is the first school in Stoke to take up
the challenge.

g

The competition is
aimed at pupils in
Year 7 to 9, before
they decide their
GCSE options, and
asks for the school
team of 12 students to
sketch their design
and then construct it
from a Connect Kit.

il am excited t¢
challenge, it opens new opportu-
nities for me |
is Podmore, Yr9

cide what they want to do in their future career. | am
extremely excited to take part in this and is a good
recognition of how good
sha Turner, Yr9

The entries will be judged in a grand final at
Congleton Town Hall in the Spring with the
winners receiving £300 for school equip-
ment.

This is a fantastic opportunity for the school,

it gives us the platform to show the skills and
S talents of our students. It is a very competi-

tive and demanding challenge for the students to be a part of and it gives them an

insight into what working for an Engineering company entails and highlights

how important collaborative working is.

In December they will enjoy a tour of the Congleton factory to learn more about
engineering and manufacturing and witness first hand a modern engineering
facility. We wish all our students
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OUTWARD BOUND & ABERDO VEY

Eleven students in years 7 & 8 went on a weekong Outward Bound course to Aberdovey, Wales from
November 7-11. The students had a cold, wet and wild time taking part in activities including gorge
walking and climbing.

During they week, they packed their ruck-
sacks and braved the elements on a Aay ex-
pedition. The intrepid explorers walked over
a mountain, camped overnight before return-
ing to base & warming up with a beachside
camp fire.

The course looked at building confidence, re-

silience and determination in the students,

skills that they could not only use in

the remote and challenging environments

they experienced but also back at school.

The importance of team work was highlight-

ed in order to achieve and succeed in the ac-

tivities - they had to do it together; the ac-

tions of one member affects the whole

team! Very challenging but a great skill and
H life lesson!



